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Biograpty of former State Representative E.J. Chilgren 1897-1972

Ed""rin J. C1Li.lgren lv-as born in Slvc(]cn on July 4,1897 and

g re,'! U D .in D1ackduck T N:Lnnesota T where he !Vas gradua ted from

high scr-ool as class valedicto1.'ian in 1915.

In his youth, he was a printe~'s devil and worked during

his high school days on the Blackduck American. JIe s'tarted his

olIn nc;'! s pape.c .i n Ovc.r1 y T No 1.' th Dakota, l'1hen he was 20 but soon

returned to Blackduck as a lumber camp auditor.

Chi1gren, known as "Big Ed" served with the marines in

France in World War I and with his veteran's bonus of $360.00,

bought the weekly Littlefork Times in 1921. He published this

nel-lSpaper fOE 43 years and sold it ,[ihen he retired in 1964.

Chilgren was elected to the legislature in 1926 caucusing

with the liberal faction and served continuously until 1964. He

became the champion for northern Minnesota interests concering

conservation a~d highways.

He battled for supplemental aid for schools in poorer

districts, helped originate the state gasoline tax and helped

write the original state income tax law. He had been chairman

of the House Tax Committee and the Legislative Research Committee

. -
and also had been the DFL floor leader.

Ch:i.1gren served as Speaker of the House .in the 1'959 and.

the 1961 session, only the 4th liberal ever to serve as spe~ker.

E.J. Chilg~en died on August 31, 1972 in Litt1~fork

i'lunicipa1 Hospi tal, leaving

and 3 grandchi1d1.'sn.

2 daughters, 3 sisters, 2 .brot~ers


